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Jo HN viii. 47. 


He that is of God heareth God's words : ye therefore 
hear them not becauſe ye are not of God. 


T has been well obſerved of Popery that it bears 
I a ſtrong reſemblance to ſome of the worſt Jewiſh 
opinions and practices; and ſhews a truly Phariſaical 
* in rejecting or fruſtrating the law of God 

4 a ſcrupulous adherence to traditions and (Ca) 
the commandments of men, in an oſtentatious ( b) 
form of godlineſs without it's power, in a flaviſh 
ſubjection to external rites and ordinzaces and 
a 8 of them in the | apts ot real goodneſs, 
in (c) compaſſing c and land ta make one proſelyte, 
in a prob claim to ſuperior ſanctity, and in the 


B blindeſt 


7%) Mark vii. 7. 5) II Tim. iii. 5 (c) Matt. xxili. 15. 


E 
blindeſt zeal for it's own doctrines and the moſt 
implacable hatred of ſuch as do not implicitly adopt 
them. And for this reaſon our Lord's reproofs of 
thoſe who rejected his religion at firſt may almoſt 
uniformly be applied to the grand Corrupters of it 
ſince it's reception in the world. It would uſefully 
employ our attention to purſue the ſimilitude be- 
tween Phariſaiſm and Popery in all it's parts; but, 
keeping in view the firſt mentioned point of reſem- 
blance, I ſhall try the Church of Rome, not by her 
own boaſted though fallacious marks, but by the 
infallible rule of ſcripture; and examine whether 
her members are of ſo ſincere and ſpiritual a diſpoſi- 
tion as to hear God's words recorded by the ſacred 
writers, or whether they deſerve the cenſure of 
therefore hearing them not becauſe they are intent on 
raiſing and ſupporting a (d) kingdom of this world. 
But the occaſion of this day will lead me to be moſt 
particular with regard to the extreme malevolence 
and rage, ſo contrary to the ſpirit of the goſpel, 
which the Romaniſts harbour againſt Chriſtians of a 
different denomination from themſelves ; and with re- 
gard to their tenets and actions reſpecting ſubmiſſi- 
on (e) to the _ powers, ſo earneſtly inſiſted on 
in ſcripture. or though appeals to antiquity, 
the favourite topic of the Romaniſts, would prove 


fatal to thels <anſe, though reaſon ſo clearly con- 
demns their adulterations UC be goſpel as either to 
1 


be excluded from their controverſies u. laſt in arti- 
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1 
ficial and unmeaning diſtinctions; yet ſcripture is 


the ground on which to meet Popery, and which 
leaves leaſt room for thoſe ſpecious arts of defence 
which ſhe is trained up to practice. 


To begin then with ſhewing the variance between 
the doctrines of ſcripture and thoſe of Popery in 


ſome general points. St. Peter's preeminence of rank 


and authority over the other Apoſtles is a neceſſaiy 


ſupport to the enormous elaims of the papal pow- 
er: and yet our Lord, cautioning his Apoſtles againſt 
the aſpiring and ambitious ſpirit of the Scribes and 
Phariſees, uſes words which import an equality 
among them, ) All ye are Brethren. And on two 
occaſions when (g) there was a ſtrife among the 
Apoſtles which of them ſhould be accounted the greateſt, 
he both declares in expreſs words, and by (+) /et- 
ting a child in the midſt of them, a fine eaſtern mode 
of impreſſing on them his doctrine, that there was 
no ſuperiority among Them but what ſhould ariſe 
from that ſimplicity and lowlineſs of heart in which 
was true Chriſtian greatneſs. And agreeably to our 
Lord's deciſion St. Paul (Ci) withſtood Peter to his 
Face; and, when compelled by his enemies to aſſert 
his Apoſtleſhip, concludes on full conviction that 
he was ( not a whit behind the very chiefeſt Apoſtle. 

How then ſhall we acquieſce in that unlimited 
authority which the Biſhop of Rowe tounds on St. 
Peter's falſely ſuppoſcd precedency ? eſpecially when 


the 


(f) Matt. xxiii. 8. 
Gb Mark ix. 36. Luke ix. 46, Ce. 


(i) Gal. ii. 11. ( II Cor. xi. 5. 


(g) Luke xxii. 24. 
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the word of truth is ſo far from allowing his pre- 
tenſions that it directly oppoſes them. We can admit 
no unerring guide in Matters of faith and practice, 
or, to ſpeak more properly, we can bend to no ty- 
rant over our minds and conſciences; for the lan- 
guage of ſcripture is, () Prove all things, (mn) 
Judge ye what I ſay; and (n) one is our Maſter, 
even Chrift, We rather ſend thoſe who have uſurped 
both civil and ſpiritual dominion beyond all exam 
ple of hiſtory to (o) learn of Chriſt who was meek 
and lomly; to hear their own Apoſtle's precept, and 
become rather (y) enſamples to the flock than lords 
over God's heritage and we aſk their followers what 
we are to think of thoſe Directors of Chriſtian prac- 
tice whoſe own lives were beyond meaſure abandon- 
ed and flagitious, and of thoſe Deciders in matters of 
faith whoſe recorded expofitions of ſcripture are 
weak and childiſh, and whoſe determinations have 
been contradictory from the ſame infallible chair. 

But though we thus cavil about the foundation of 
Popery, the ſuperſtructure, we muſt confeſs, is (99 
gold filver prectous floness The inviſible God 
and great ( Father of fþirits is the ſole object cf 
a pure and ſpiritual worſhip; the honour of our only 
Redeemer and Mediator is jealoufly preſerved ; right 
notions are *entertained of the inviſible ſtate; the 
terms of final acceptance are as Chrift fixed them; 
moral duties have that weight and velue with which 


he 


(1) 1 Theſſ. v. 21 fm) I Cor. x. 15. (n) Matt. xXii1. 8. (9) Matt. xi 29. 
/p) I Pet. v. 3. 0 1 Cor. ili. 12. (r) Heb. vil. 9. 
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he ſtampt them; his word is held in due eſtimation 
and honour; in his Church (/) all things are done to 
edifying ; and the poſitive rites of his religion are ad- 
miniſtered with a ſacred regard to that will on which 
they are founded. 7 
Is it credible that in a Church which ſtyles her- 
ſelf the Mother and Miſtreſs of other Churches, the 
true catholic and only Church, the reverſe of all 
this ſhould be plain fact; and that ſhe is a corrupt 
and antichriſtian Church if the goſpel is true? 
Repreſenting God by images and pictures in places 
dedicated to his ſervice 1s a diſhonouring of his nature 
and a ſnare to the people; and the worſhip of images, 
of the croſs, of relics, of the conſecrated elements, is 
either the very crime condemned by St. Paul as with- 
out (t) excuſe even in the heathen world, or at leaſt 
nearly reſembles it in guilt and danger. Admitting 
Saints to be in ſome ſort our redeemers is denying that 
Chriſt (2) by his own blood obtained eternal redemption 


for us: and mediatorial prayers to them, or to the high- 


eſt of the angelic orders, derogates from the honour of 
the one Mediator, and is cenſured by the Apoſtle with 
much emphaſis, as (w) not holding the head, as a vo- 
luntary worſhip and humility, a bold intruſion into 
things not ſeen, and the empty deceit of an elated and 


fleſoly mind. The doctrine of purgatory is confuted 


by the (x) voice from heaven ſolemaly declaring to St. 
John that the dead who from that ſeaſon, on account 
—— "NP 


(/) Cor. xiv. 26. (t) Rom. i. 20, 23. (u) Heb. ix. 12. 
(w) Coloſſ. ii. 18, 19, 23. (x) Rev. xiv. 13. 
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of the great tribulation which was to follow, ſhould 
die in the Lord were therefore 1 becauſe in the 
inviſible ſtate they reſted from their labours. The 
goſpel promiſes remiſhon of fins in Chriſt on condi- 
tion of repentance ; but the Church of Rome preach- 
es (H) another goſþel; requiring, as of abſolute ne- 
ceſſity to forgiveneſs, confeſſion to her Prieſts, and 
ſubmiſſion to ſuch penalty as they ſhall impoſe. 
There is a ſtrange inconſiſtency in the Romaniſts with 
reſpect to moral duties: they deaden the practice of 
them in a variety of ways, and yet preſumptuouſly 
overrate their value; repreſenting them as ſtrictly me- 
ritorious and entitling to eternal life as matter of debt. 
But what are our Lord's words? (g) Apen ye ſhall 
have done all thoſe things which are commanded you, 
fay, We are unprofitable ſervants; we have done that 
which was our duty to do. Forbidding the common uſe 
of the ſcriptures under pretence of procuring to them 
greater reverence, and of the inexpediency and danger 
of putting them into the hands of the people, ſhews a to- 
tal diſregard to St. Paul's general exhortation, (a) Take 
to you the ſword of the ſpirit which is the word of God; 
and is in effect oppoſing his aſſertion that (% all ſcrip- 
ture is profitable for doctrine and inſiruction in righteouſ- 
neſs. By this method indeed God's word may be 
treated with a blind and ſuperſtitious veneration, but 
it will command a ſober and rational one in proporti- 
on as it is ſtudied and underſtood: and dangerous in- 


deed may a knowledge in the ſcriptuice prove to falſe 
. doQtrines: 


% Gal. i. 6. (=) Luke xvii. 10. (a) Eph. vi. 17. (% II Tim. iii. 16. 
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doctrines; but while we here allow the Church of 
Rome her uſual praiſe of worldly policy, we muſt re- 
mind her that the reproofs of thoſe Blind guides who 
(c) took away the keyof knowledge and (d) ſhut up the 
kingdom of heaven againſt men were the ſharpeſt which 
our Lord's virtuous indignation ever dictated. Offering 
up public prayers in an unknown tongue, by which 
(e) he that ſpealeth is a barbarian to the people and 
ſpeaketh into the air, ſhews that no directions of ſcrip- 
ture can be ſo plain and explicit as not to be evaded 
or deſpiſed. Hear St. Paul's words: ( f) / Ipray in 
an unknown tongue my underſtanding is unfruitful. 
I will pray with the underſtanding-elſe- hom ſhall he 
that occupieth the room of the unlearned ſay Amen at thy 
giving of thanks, ſeeing he underſtandeth not what thou 
fayeſt? The corruptions of the Romaniſts as to the 
poſitive inſtitutions of Chriſtianity are, if poſſible, the 
groſſeſt of all. Not to dwell on their inſulting the rea- 
ſon and ſenſes of mankind by interpreting in the literal 
acceptation a common figure of ſpeech, they maintain 
that Chriſt at every celebration of the communion is 
offered for the quick and dead; but the words of an 
inſpired writer are, (g We are ſanctiſed through the 
offering of the body of Chriſt once for all: they with- 
old the cup from the laity, which not only weakens 
the ſignificancy and expreſſiveneſs of this moſt wiſe 


ordinance partly deſigned to impreſs on us the death of 
Chriſt by a repeated aQ, but contradicts theſe plain 


words, 


(c) Luke xi. 52. (d) Matt. xxili. 13. (e I Cor. xiv. 9, 11. 
(f) 1b. 14, 15, 16. (g) Heb. x. 10. 


1 
words, () Drink ye all of it, and, (i) Let a nan 
examine himſelf, and fo let him eat of that bread, and 

drink of that cup. | 
But ſtudious as the Church of Rome appears of de- 
parting ſrom the doctrines of the new teſtament, we 
cannot but acknowledge her {ſcrupulous exaQneſs in 
fulfilling it's prophecies. For is it foretold that an apo- 
ſtate Church ſhall ariſe which will (Y give heed to dvc- 
trines concerning demons, forbidding to marry and com- 
 manding to abſtain from meats ; and whole coming ſhall 
be (J) with frens and lying wonders ? and are the marks 
of (m) Myſtery and Blaſphemy attributed to this 
Church by St. John as it's charaQteriſtics? And does 
not the the Church of Rome direct her devotion to 
departed ſouls, and offer up ſtated prayers in their be- 
half Does ſhe not enjoin celibacy to ſome, and enſnare 
others with vows of perpetual chaſtity? Are not her 
faſts, her uncommanded and unnatural auſterities, per- 
petually recurring; as if Chriſt had pronounced his 
(n) yoke grievous, and his burthen heavy? Are not 
her miracles ſtill impoſed on the credulous multitude, 
though acts of detected and ridiculous impoſture? 
Are not many of her rites ſuppoſed to have a myſtical 
virtue? are not her ſeven ſacraments called ſeven myſte- 
ries? and has ſhe not found an inexplicable myſtery 
in the plain elements of bread and wine? And, once 
more, does not the Pope patiently hear divine titles 
aſcribed to him? Shall I wouud your ears with reciting 
them 


( Matt. xxvi. 27, (i) I Cor. xi. 28. (&) J Tim. iv. 1, 3. 
(I) U Theſſ. 11. 9. (m) Rev. 17. 3, 5+ (n) Matt, xi. 30, 
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them in part? + © Our moſt holy Lord,” “The ſu- 
preme Vice-God,” © He to whom all power is given 
in heaven and earth:” nay, „Our Lord God” is the 
blaſphemous ſtyle in which his Canoniſts have addreſſ- 
ed him. | | | 

But perhaps this unſcriptural ſyſtem of the Roma- 
niſts is in ſome meaſure atoned for by (o) fulfilling the roy- 
al law according tothe ſcripture, Thou ſhalt love thy ne igh- 
bour as thyſelf. Does charity then conſiſt in pronounc- 
ing a curſe on thoſe who differ from us in ſcholaſtic 
ſubtilties, in doctrines merely human, in palpable abſur- 
dities and contradictions? Does it conſiſt () in judg- 
ing before the time, in denying that i the grace of God 
bringethſalvation to all men, and devoting thoſe to eternal 
puniſhment who profefs to (r love Chrift in ſimplicity 
and incorruption © Is it (/) receiving him whom the 
eſteem weak in the faith and (t) bearing his infirmi- 
ties, to give him (u) trial of mockings and ſcourgings, 
of bonds and impriſonment, of torture and death? to 
ere a court of inquiſition with the proſtituted title 
of Holy, which executes all the refinements of cruelty, 
not for immoralities againſt which the denunciations 
of ſcripture are expreſs, but for a mere ſpeculative 
diſſent in matters either of doubtful diſputation or 
contrary to ſcripture reaſon and ſenſe, nay, for even 
preſuming to call ſuch points into examination and 


"0 debate: 


+ See Barrow ou the Pope's ſupremacy p. 41. fol. Lond. 1683. and Bp. Bedell's 
letters (o Waddeſworth pp. 368,9. octavo Lond. 1685. 


(o James ii. 8. (p) I Cor. iv. 5. (9) Tit. ii. xi. 


(r ) Eph. vi. xxiv. (/) Rom. xiv. 1. (t) Ib. xv. 1. 
(u) Hebr. xi. 36. | 
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debate: while adultery, murther, and crimes too hor- 
rid to mention, have been publicly rated at an inſigni- 
ficant fine, though ſw) the book containing theſe 
infamous valuations has been carefully ſuppreſſed ſince 
a ſpirit of enquiry and religious freedom has ariſen in 
the world? Is that (x) love without diſſimulation which 
recommends whom they call the convicted heretic 
to the mercy of the civil magiſtrate, when he 
would incur their anathema and their vengeance by 
extending that mercy? Is it imitating his example 
who () came to ſave men's lives, or is it betraying 
an inſatiable thirſt for blood, when not even their own 
moſt ſolemn (z) engagements can ſheath the ſword 
of perſecution, when (a) learning and eloquence 
acknowledged and admired by every adverſary cannot 
for once turn aſide it's ſtroke? 

This is the ſhape in which Popery appears when 
armed with power. And to what has he recourſe 


when depreſſed or formidably oppoſed ? Her (3) 


arrow indeed flyeth not by day, her deſigns are covered 


with the darkeſt fraud and the moſt artful hypocriſy; 
but while ſhe ſpeaks peace ſhe gluts her imagination 
with the proſpect of (c) waſhing her footſteps in the 
blond of her enemies. Witneſs the execrable Pariſian 
maſſacre, a bloody ſcene of public and private per- 
fidy recorded · by hiſtorians of that country with a be- 

(1 coming 


(w) Sec Bayle's dictionary article Banck. 

(x) Rom. xii. 9. (y) Luke ix. 56. 
(z) In the inſtance of John Huls. 

(a) In the inſtance of Jerome of Prague. uf, 

% Pſalm xci. 5. (c) Pſalm Iviii. 10. 


[x ] 
coming deteſtation, but eſteemed by the See of Rome 
a fit ſubject for ſolemn thankſgiving and rejoicing. 
Witneſs the inſurrection and rebellion plotted in this 
city and country, timed with much policy, concealed 
with a religious and almoſt uniform ſecrecy, and in 
the midſt of peace and ſecurity breaking out with a 
moſt ſavage fury. And, again, witneſs the ſwift and 
indiſcriminate deſtruction meditated as on this day 
againſt a nation the bulwark of Proteſtantiſm; a mon- 
ſtrous and unparalled conſpiracy, and juſtly called by 
a (4) Romiſh hiſtorian of firſt rank the moſt wonderful 
for it's contrivance it's boldneſs and atrociouſneſs of 
any in his own or former ages: And yet ſome of the 
wretches who engaged in it lamented nothing but 
the failure of ſo (e) noble and ſalutary an undertak- 
ing: and when the more honeſt nature of ſome ſtarted 
at the commiſſion of ſuch a crime, the Directors of 
their conſcience pronounced it not only (/) lawful 
but laudable and meritorious. Theſe rigid Caſuiſts 
accompanied this Chriſtian counſel with (g) prayers 
for the ſucceſs of the enterprize; and though, when 
a gracious Providence blaſted their deſign ind extreme 
puniſhment threatened them, their perjured equivoca- 
tion was equally mean and ſhameleſs, yet was it for- 
mally defended by one (5) of their own order. even 
from the feriptures themſelves, and the juſt victims 
of divine and human wrath were ranked amon 
Chriſtian martyrs. It is true that neither the fact 
nor 


d) Thuanus L. 135. (e) Ib. (f) 16. (g) Ib. 


(% Andreas Eudzmon Joannes. The book was approved of by the general of 
the Jeſuits. 16. 
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nor the defence of it can be imputed to the whole 
body of the Papiſts. But does not attention to our 
common ſafety, as well as zeal for genuine Chriſtianity, 
lead us to expoſe with ſome degree of aſperity a reli- 
gious ſyſtem which not only furniſhes colourable pre- 
tences to extenuate ſuch acts but ſerious arguments to 
juſtify the perpetration of themsr 

Facts of this kind may reaſonably induce a ſuſpicion 
that ſuch a Church is not eminent for her leſſons of 
Chriſtian loyalty, and that ſhe does not inculcate a 
quiet and conſcientious fubmiſhon to lawful govern- 
ment with all the earneſtneſs which the goſpel requires. 
And do They obey St. Peter's precept of ſubmiſſion 
(i to the king as ſupreme who give the Pope juriſdiction 
and preeminence above every temporal Prince? and 
whole cenſures and excommunications have ſo often 
deterred men from binding themſelves by oaths of alle- 
giance to Princes who renounce his authority? Is (4) 
every ſoul among Them /ubjef to the higher powers when 
exemption from the ſecular power is claimed by a 
whole order of men, and has been ſo maintained as 


to diſturb and convulſe kingdoms? Are They (1) /ubje# 


for conſcience ſake who 2 conſcience for treaſons 


and rebellions, and conſcientiouſly engage in ſuch at- 
tempts as we now commemorate ? 

Wie ſhould be truly thankful to Providence for diſ- 
playing itſelf ſo wonderfully in our protection and 
deliverance on this and many occaſions; and parti- 
cularly for diſtinguiſhing this day by a ſecond moſt 


memorable 


(i) 1 Pet. ii, 13. (k) Rom. xi. 1. (1) Ib. v. 5. 


HP 
memorable event, the arrival of a Prince who was 
God's inſtrument in reſcuing this kingdom from the 
iron hand of a ſuperſtitious tyrant, and whoſe ſignal 
and perſevering efforts in the cauſe of religious and 
civil liberty were not confined to one country but 
deſerve the grateful teſtimony of people and nations. 
And though a view of the Romiſh corruptions muſt 
give pain to the good Chriſtian, though, like St. John 
in his prophetic foreſight of this apoſtacy, he may (a) 
wonder with great admiration that a Chriſtian Ghurch 
ſhould be thus polluted and abominable, thus drunk 
with the blood of the Saints and with the blood of the 
martyrs of Jeſus ; yet may he confirm his faith by ob- 
ſerving that theſe events are clearly foretold, and he 
may influence his practice by tracing them to their 
cauſes, in general to an abuſe of our free and rational 
nature, and in particular to a love of ſecular power 
and advantage and a watchful ſuppreſſion of the truth 
by the terrors of perſecution. 

[t has been too haſtily inferred from St. Paul's words, 
(b) Then ſhall that wicked be revealed, whom the Lord 
ſball conſume with the ſpirit of his mouth, and ſhall de- 
ftroy with the brightneſs of his coming, that Popery will 
continue to the end of time: for only a ſignal inter- 
poſition of Providence in her deſtruction is here de- 
noted. The (c) prophecies of Daniel and St. John 
have fixed her period, though the cvent alone can di- 
ſtinctly unfold their meauing. Hiſtory acquaints us 

E with 


{a) Rev. xvii. 6. (6) II Theſſ. ii. 8. 
(c) Dan. vii. 25. Rev. xi. 3. xii. 6. 14. xill. 5. 
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with her flender beginnings and amazing, progreſs; 

and we truſt that ſhe is. ſunk. from her meridian. If 

reformed Churches would uſe the probable === un- 
ult repreſs 


. 


der Providence tot haſten her decline, they muſt 
that unbounded immorality, that licentiouſneſs ſub- 
verſive of all good order and government, that indif- 
ference for religion and avowed infidelity among the 
higher ranks of men, for which, ſome of the firſt Pro- 
teſtant countries are unnaturally diſtinguiſhed; "the 
ſuperior purity of their doctrine muſt be recommônded 
and enforced by a ſuitable. practice ; they muſt ſtudi- 
ouſly advance and propagate ſacred knowledge and, 
laſtly, they muſt be as eminent for religious toleration, 
and for their attachment to this fundamental. principle 
that the ſcriptures are an adequate rule of Chriſtian 
faith and practice, as the Church of Rome is for her 
fierce ſpirit of intolerance and perſecution, and for (a) 
making God's word of none effect by human docttines 
and traditions. 


(a) Mark vi. 13. 
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